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‘A new era in travel’ as P&O Cruises Iona makes maiden voyage to namesake island 
 

Britain’s largest and most environmentally-friendly cruise ship, P&O Cruises Iona, has embarked on 

its maiden voyage visiting its Scottish namesake island with a fireworks display tonight as the 

highlight of celebrations. 

 

P&O Cruises president Paul Ludlow said:  

 

“Iona’s maiden voyage is the start of a new era in travel as Britain’s most environmentally-friendly 

cruise ship, the first in the country powered by liquefied natural gas, sets sail. 

 

“For this special maiden voyage we wanted to bring guests to the island of Iona which has influenced 

many aspects of the ship – the sense of space in the SkyDome through to our gin still named 

“Columba”, the heather in our Marabelle gin distilled on board and, of course, the name of the ship.” 

 

Iona’s first-ever cruise is currently sailing around the UK coast, for seven nights, having departed 

P&O Cruises home port of Southampton on August 7, 2021. 

 

The ship is at anchor adjacent to the island of Iona ahead of commencing scenic cruising around the 

Isle of Colonsay, Lochbuie, Duart Castle, Tobermory, Bac Mòr, Fingal’s Cave, Sound of Jura, 

Claggain Bay, Mull of Kintyre and Sanda Island. 

 

Iona also features the first gin still on a cruise ship, created in association with Salcombe Gin, distilling 

tailor made spirit on board. The gin’s maiden production will take place in Iona’s custom-made still 

and will be distilled, bottled and labelled on board. 

 

Gary Barlow is music director of Iona’s 710 Club. This atmospheric late-night music venue will offer an 

opportunity for up-and-coming musicians to get their break. 

 

Spectacular aerial shows have also been especially devised for Iona, the brainchild of Canadian 

entertainment company Creativiva. The ship’s stunning design, featuring a two-deck glass SkyDome, 

has been the inspiration for one of the shows, Rise, created to reflect its performance environment. 

 

After an inaugural season of UK coastal cruises Iona will offer holidays to Spain and the Canary 

Islands from September 2021. Fourteen night cruises are available from £1,299 per person. 

 

For more information or to book call P&O Cruises on 03453 555 111, visit www.pocruises.com or 

contact a travel agent. 

 

-Ends- 
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About P&O Cruises  

P&O Cruises is Britain’s favourite cruise line, welcoming guests to experience holidays with a blend of 

discovery, choice, relaxation and exceptional service catered towards British tastes.  P&O Cruises 

fleet of premium ships combine genuine service, a sense of occasion and attention to detail. In May 

2021, P&O Cruises launched Iona, its first Excel class ship. The new LNG-powered ship, with 5,200-

guest capacity, is the largest ship built to serve the UK market. Iona features enhancements to 

already successful brand signature venues from the existing fleet, as well as features newly 

developed for Iona. P&O Cruises second LNG-powered Excel class ship and sister ship to Iona is 

named Arvia, meaning from the seashore, and will join the fleet in December 2022. Arvia is an 

innovative and future-focused ship and will offer outstanding, varied and contemporary holidays. Arvia 

has been designed to travel to the sun all year-round and to maximise views of the ocean and the 

seashore from everywhere on board. With over 200 destinations worldwide, P&O Cruises itineraries 

are carefully curated to inspire discovery, and are varied to suit newcomers and experienced guests 

alike. With a wide choice of holidays from two days to three months there is something for everyone. 

P&O Cruises sails to Australia & New Zealand, Baltic, the British Isles, Canada, the Spain, Portugal & 

the Canary Islands, the Caribbean, Central America, the Far East & Asia, the Indian Ocean, the 

Mediterranean, Scandinavia, South America, the South Pacific, the United States and Western 

Europe. 

The company is part of Carnival Corporation & plc (NYSE/LSE: CCL; NYSE:CUK).   
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